
PHYS 301 Tutorial #4 – group problem solving

Copies of the inside front and back covers of the Griffiths text are provided on the last

page.

1(a) Use Gauss’s law to show that the magnitude of the electric field at a point P due to a uniformly-

charged flat sheet is given by E = σ/(2ε0), where σ is the charge per unit area. Assume that the

distance from the sheet to P is small compared to the sheet’s length and width.

(b) Next, imagine two parallel sheets separated by distance d that carry equal but opposite charge.

What is the electric field strength between the sheets? What is the electric field strength above and

below the parallel sheets?

(c) In class, we showed when an electric field obeys the following boundary conditions when it

encounters a surface with a charge per unit area σ:

E⊥
above − E⊥

below =
σ

ε0
,

E
∥
above = E

∥
below.

Confirm that your results from (a) and (b) satisfy these boundary conditions.

(d) Calculate the potential different ∆V between the two sheets.

(e) As you know, the parallel sheets with equal, but opposite, charges form a parallel plate capacitor.

Given that the definition of capacitance is:

C =
Q

|∆V |
,

show that the capacitance of a parallel-plate capacitor is given by:

C = ε0
A

d
,

where A is the area of the plates.
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2. The figure below shows the geometry of a coaxial cable.

The inner conductor, assumed to have a uniform charge per unit length +λ has radius a. The outer

conductor, charge per unit length −λ, has radius b > a.

(a) Use Gauss’s law to find the electric field in the regions (i) a < s < b and (ii) s > b.

(b) Find the potential difference between the inner and outer conductors.

(c) Find an expression for the capacitance per unit length Cℓ = C/ℓ of the coaxial cable.

3(a) Find the potential a distance s from an infinitely-long straight wire that carries a a uniform

line charge λ. Note that, in this problem, because the wire is infinitely long, you cannot assume

that V = 0 at s → ∞. Arbitrarily set your potential to be zero at s = a and make use of the facts

that:

∆V = Vs − Va = −
∫ s

a

E · dℓ,

and:

E =
λ ŝ

2πε0s
.

(b) Compute the gradient of your potential to find the electric field. Compare your answer to what

you got in problem 2(a)(i).
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4(a) Starting from:

V (r) =
1

4πε0

∫
ρ (r′)

r dτ ′,

calculate the potential (i) inside and (ii) outside a uniformly-charged solid sphere of radius R and

total charge q.

(b) Use the potentials from (a) to calculate the electric fields (i) inside and (ii) outside the sphere.

(c) Use:

W =
1

2

∫
ρV dτ

and your result from (a) to find the energy stored in a uniformly-charged sphere of radius R and

charge q.

5. Check that:

V (r) =
1

4πε0

∫
ρ (r′)

r dτ ′,

satisfies ∇2V = −ρ/ε0. Make use of the fact that:

∇2

(
1

r

)
= −4πδ3 (r ) .
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